
Damascus Elementary School

P.T.A. Meeting Minutes

December 6, 2011

IN ATTENDANCE:
Sean McGee, Jenny Gardiner, Tania Kim, Alaina Dahlin, Megan McFarland, Bernadette Culpepper, Beth Hagan, Sally Weaver, and Ken Visser.

Meeting called to order at 10:06 a.m.  

Approval of agenda.  Motion made by Ken Visser, seconded by Bernadette Culpepper.  With all in favor and no one opposed, the agenda was approved.

Approval of minutes from 11/1/11.  Motion made by Bernadette Culpepper, seconded by Ken Visser.  With all in favor and no one opposed, the minutes were approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT:
Budget was distributed for review.  Megan McFarland reported that there were no changes from last month.  Final numbers are not in yet regarding KidStuff coupon book sales but approximate net income is $1300.  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:
Alaina Dahlin reported that we are up to 210 PTA members now.

Also, in an effort to reach out to our Hispanic families, she is looking into having the meeting minutes made available in both English and Spanish.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:
NAACP group in our cluster has been investigating a study circle.  Study Circles is a cluster-wide program with MCPS facilitated by our own NAACP Representative, Mrs. Darlington.  Dates will be chosen between Jan. 19th and Feb. 23rd and the time will be from 6:30-8:30 p.m.  The group talks about differences and why students are successful for African-American and Hispanic students.  In light of our Hispanic population, he would like to include one or two parents to participate.   

Grandparent’s Day was very successful.  We had over 175 grandparents in attendance.  This was Sarah McGreevy’s sixth and last year chairing this event.

The idea of opening a school store was shared with the leadership team.  The primary grades had reservations concerning handling of money and possible distractions from the items purchased.  The upper grades were indifferent.  For those reasons, we will not be moving forward with the school store at this time. 

As of 12/5/11, Allison McGruder took over Mr. Sharkey’s position.  Mr. Sharkey is out on indefinite medical leave.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

KidStuff Coupon Books:  Please turn in if you haven’t already done so. 

Book Fair:  Most volunteer spots are filled.  Book Fair will run from Dec. 5th to Dec. 9th.  
Holiday Shop:  Beth Hagan reported that our first annual Holiday Shop is tonight from 5-8 p.m.  Volunteers and SSL students are in place to help with the event.  Approximately 17 SSL students will be available as personal shoppers to assist the children with their purchases.  A station will be set up for children to decorate bags and wrap their items.  Story time with Mr. McGee will begin at 7:00 p.m.

Staff Appreciation Breakfast:  Thursday, December 14th from 8-10 a.m.  Jennifer Gardiner is looking for donations of breakfast items and for volunteers to help with set-up and clean-up.  She is also asking for donations of treat items to make gift bags for the teachers to take with them.  Flyers will be coming home asking for donations.  

Movie Night:  Friday, January 13th from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the gym.  Looking for rated G movie suggestions.  Candy, popcorn, and water will be available for purchase.  It was suggested that we do a “spirit night” at Ledo’s prior to the event.

Science Fair:  The science fair will be on Monday, Feb. 27th at 6:00 p.m. in the gym.  Set-up will be on Friday, Feb. 24th.  Classrooms will have the opportunity to preview the fair on Monday.  Additional information will be sent home in January.  This year’s science fair is being coordinated by Mrs. Hepner, Liz Elliott, and Kim Rosenthal.

Girls on the Run:  The 5K run took place on Nov. 13th and was a great success.  All 3rd - 5th grade girls are invited to participate.  Scholarships are available.  Please contact Liz Elliott if interested.

Mixed Bag Fundraiser:  Starts January 17th.  More information will be sent home.

Pasta Shoppe Fundraiser:  Safeway has begun carrying some of the same seasonal pastas.  We are considering other options for the spring.

DES Newsletter:  Items for the newsletter need to be turned in by December 13th.  Please contact Kelly Sennewald.

Yearbook:  Ken Visser -- There was a suggestion to sell advertising to local businesses to be featured in the yearbook.  Further discussions will be needed.

NEW BUSINESS:

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:10 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Tania Kim

Recording Secretary


